
Dear Families, 

Well, it sure was nice seeing you 

last night at our Back to School 

Event.  I hope you received the 

information you needed to help 

you get your child off to a good 

start.  At the start of the year, I 

think it is important to review 

how a child succeeds and what 

you can do to make a positive 

difference. 

Involvement- In study after 

study, it is pointed out that posi-

tive parental involvement makes 

a significant difference in stu-

dent achievement.  This takes 

the form of monitoring home-

work assignments, reviewing 

graded work, talking with your 

child about school, staying in 

close contact with your child’s 

teacher, staying positive in com-

munication with the school but 

not hesitating if you have a 

question or concern to contact 

the school, discussing the impor-

tance of education with your 

child and giving them a sense of 

delayed gratification or the no-

tion that effort is critical and that 

not every lesson is ‘fun’, but that 

the sense of accomplishment 

that comes after putting in a 

sustained effort brings a much 

deeper sense of satisfaction and 

leads to success later on. 

What to expect of us- I am 

deeply committed to improve-

ment and that starts with myself 

as a principal.  I am once again 

back in Graduate School at the 

University of Portland because 

I know that I don’t have all the 

answers.  We, as a school, have 

as one of our goals, a desire to 

instill in our students a life-long 

commitment to learning.  I 

think that a school principal, 

takes a leadership role and 

should model this closely fol-

lowed by the teachers. I have to 

model that if we want to get the 

students to do the same in later 

life.  In our world today, we 

have to prepare our future adult 

citizens well, and we have to 

help them understand the im-

portance of adaptability in a 

changing economy.  I believe 

that the foundational building 

blocks begin in a child’s early 

years in school and if we wait 

until High School to instill 

these qualities, we have waited 

too long. 

I will return to this theme in the 

coming newsletters and further 

explain how I am approaching 

curriculum improvements. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Cantu, 

Principal 

Message from the PrincipalMessage from the PrincipalMessage from the PrincipalMessage from the Principal    

Virtue of the Month: HOPE 

Upcoming Upcoming Upcoming Upcoming 

EventsEventsEventsEvents    

• Friday, Sept. 14th, 

PSO BBQ, 

5:00PM 

• Monday, Sept. 17th, 

Scrip Order Due 

• Monday, Sept. 17th, 

Volunteer Video, 

7:00 PM 

• Tuesday, Sept. 18th, 

Picture Day 

• Wednesday, Sept. 

19th, School 

Mass, 8:30AM 

• Sunday, Sept. 23rd, 

Knights of Co-

lumbus Breakfast 

• Wednesday, Sept. 

26th, School 

Mass, 8:30 

• Wednesday, Sept. 

26th, High School 

Visits, Grades 6th, 

7th and 8th 

• Thursday, Oct. 4th, 

School Mass, 

8:30AM, Feast of 

St. Francis 
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See the fliers in this week’s envelope for auction infor-

mation. Raffle packets will be sent home tomorrow. 

Be sure to return raffle packets with money and sold 

ticket stubs every Monday for the drawing for the 

Book Fair certificate. Be sure to call the auction com-

mittee or the school office with any questions. 

Need Share Hours? We've got you covered! 

Do you need a volunteer job with flexible hours? 

Do you know how to cover a library paperback? 

Contact the office about helping extend the life of 

our library books. 

Auction NewsAuction NewsAuction NewsAuction News    

See you at the BBQ! 

The Scholastic Book Fair is coming after Thanksgiving. We 

are looking for a person to be a co-chair with Laura Larsen. 

Call the school office if you are interested or for more informa-

tion. 

PSO NewsPSO NewsPSO NewsPSO News    

From your LibrarianFrom your LibrarianFrom your LibrarianFrom your Librarian    

    

“Passage to the “Passage to the “Passage to the “Passage to the 

Old World”Old World”Old World”Old World”    

Page Page Page Page 2222    Virtue of the Month: HOPE 



The Junior Achievement pro-

gram will be coming to ALL 

grades this year at St. Fran-

cis.  Jr. Achievement is 

taught by volunteers in the 

classroom and it is a wonder-

ful way for all parents includ-

ing working parents to help in 

the classroom and earn 

share hours.  Jr. Achieve-

ment teaches age appropri-

ate lessons to children about 

American business and our 

economy.  There are usually 

5 lessons that are presented 

and each lesson usually lasts 

just 45 minutes to 1 hour.  Jr. 

Achievement gives the volun-

teers absolutely everything 

you need to teach the lesson 

and the information it pro-

vides to the kids is amaz-

ing.  This year the program is 

being headed by St. Francis 

parent Lisa Vincent of Ameri-

can Family Insurance.  Mrs. 

Vincent has personally 

taught Jr. Achievement in 

every grade, K - 8 and is 

looking for volunteers to work 

in all classrooms for the com-

ing year.  You may email 

Mrs. Vincent if you would like 

to teach a class or just learn 

more, her email address 

is:  Lvincent@amfam.com or 

you may call her office 

at:  503-885-8700.  

 

JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT COMES TO ALL GRADES AT ST. FRANCIS    

black soles. It is not neces-

sary to buy new shoes if you 

do not already have them. 

Scrip orders are in this 

week’s envelope. This is an 

easy fundraiser for our PSO. 

The percentages noted on 

the form is the percentage 

we receive. You receive full 

value cards or certificates. 

Please call with any ques-

tions. The orders are due 

Monday, Sept. 17th and you 

will receive your scrip on 

Thursday, Sept. 20th. Please 

note on the order form if you 

would like it sent home with 

your student in the Thursday 

envelope. 

There are still some uniforms 

available in the school office. 

Please stop by and check out 

the sizes (I would love to 

have the extra shelf space!) 

If your child has outgrown 

their uniform please bring 

them in so someone else can 

use them. 

There is a Master Plan Sur-

vey located on our website. 

Please fill it out to help in 

future planning for the school 

and parish. All parents are 

encouraged to fill it out 

whether you are members of 

St. Francis Parish or not. 

Our first school Mass in Oc-

tober is on Thursday instead 

of Wednesday to celebrate 

the feast of St. Francis. 

Picture Day will be Tuesday, 

September 18th. Order forms 

are in today’s envelope. They 

may be returned to school 

anytime but must be returned 

by Tuesday morning. Stu-

dents wear the uniform for 

school pictures. 

You will get a “Thursday en-

velope” just about every 

week. Please return it to the 

school so we can reuse it. 

Lunch and scrip orders may 

be returned in the envelopes 

if you wish. 

Remember to have your stu-

dents wear tennis shoes on 

PE days(Mondays and Fri-

days). If you have them 

please wear shoes without 
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Playground Equipment Use 

 

The school has adopted a new rule regarding the use of the play-

ground equipment after school.  Between 3:10 and 3:25, during 

car line, children are not allowed to use the playground struc-

ture. This rule was adopted because the teachers were getting 

distracted from their primary safety duty during car line with 

their increasing attention being paid to children on the play 

structure.  Students were wandering out of line to use the play 

structure and children were sometimes running across car line to 

go to the swings. Younger siblings can play before and after the 

times listed and students who have been picked up by parents 

may play after 3:25PM.  Please help us keep the kids safe - 

Thank you. 

  

    

 


